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dominions by the acquisition of the magnificent domain of
Bavaria. The Elector Maximilian Joseph died on December 30,
1777. His heir presumptive, Charles Theodore, Elector Palatine
(debauched, extravagant, careless, a sort of Louis XV), signed
away his rights in favour of the house of Austria, thus dis-
inheriting his heir presumptive, the Duke of Zweibriicken.
Joseph's design would have gone forward to completion had
not Frederick II of Prussia, now the upholder of the law and
custom of the Empire, which he had previously flouted for his
own purposes, intervened with a * defensive war.' He marched
with one hundred thousand men into Bohemia, and entrenched
himself. Joseph did the same; and throughout the summer of
1778 there was a war with no battles, no sieges, but heavy
casualties from disease. The under-nourished soldiers called
it the " Potato War " (Kartoffelkrieg). France refused to give
help to Austria, pointing out that there was no obligation
under the Treaty of Alliance of 1756 to assist in acquisition of
new territory, Maria Theresa managed to restrain her son,
the fiery Emperor, and her most famous captains, Laudon and
Lacy. She appealed to Frederick the Great himself, by the
secret mission of Thugut, not to disturb two great nations
whose monarchs were now grey-haired. It is unlikely that the
appeal of his old adversary touched the stony heart of the
cynic of Sans Souci; but he was willing to make peace if
Joseph would give up his Bavarian design. Joseph, who never
failed in dutifulness to his mother, yielded, and peace was made
at Teschen, May 13,1779.
Joseph, unassuming and simple though he was, liked the
company of great monarchs. In the summer of 1780 he arranged
to meet Catherine II at Mohilev, in Lithuania; and from there
he accompanied her to St Petersburg. Shortly afterwards lie
returned to Vienna. Maria Theresa, the beloved mother of the
Austrians, died with Christian resignation, and firm in the faith
which always had supported her, on November 29, 1780.
Joseph, who had always deferred to her moderate, if unenter-
prising, counsels, now entered into the plenitude of power. He
was still a young man, thirty-nine years old, but was already